
  
 
October 22, 2008 

 

Voice of the People 

School levy needed 

My fellow citizens who live within the area of the Fremont School System. 

As a business owner, wife, mother and grandmother, I am asking you to please consider voting yes 
on the Fremont School levy, which will be on the Nov. 4, election ballot. 

As a business person, I know that when a company is considering locating in an area, they usually 
study two important issues. The educational systems and health care. This is also true of our local 
industries in regard to their expansion and retention considerations. A vital part of our economy. 

As a wife, mother and grandmother, I want my family and yours to have the best education possible 
to prepare our children for their adult lives. 

This can be accomplished if we vote yes on the school levy Nov. 4. 

The levy is in part a renewal of a former levy used for the operations of the school system and in part 
to build a much-needed middle school. 

Especially now in these rough economic times, we need to prioritize our spending. I am asking you to 
consider the levy among your top priorities. 

-- Charlotte Urban 

Fremont 

We support Solze 

We are writing in support of the candidacy of Norman Solze, who is running for Sandusky County 
Common Pleas Judge. We believe Norman is the best candidate for this position, based on his 
extensive experience and impressive record of service in the judicial system. 

As friends of the Solzes for the past 30 years, we have known him personally to be an honest, 
responsible, caring family man. He has lived and worked in the area his whole life, and he has a 
strong commitment to the people of this county. In our experience, he has always displayed good 
judgment and has dealt with difficult issues with composure and common sense.  

As a professional, he has the diversity and depth of experience necessary to preside over the court. 
He has been both a prosecutor and defense attorney, he has worked in domestic relations court and 
as an acting judge in Fremont Municipal Court, and he is currently a domestic and general mediator 
for the Common Pleas Court. In addition, he has served as an assistant to the Attorney General of 
Ohio. 

Because of his outstanding personal and professional qualifications, we endorse Norman Solze for 
Sandusky County Common Pleas Court Judge, and we urge you to join us in voting for him on Nov. 
4. 
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October 23, 2008 

 

Voice of the People 

Vote Polter 

I am writing to urge the voters of Sandusky County to vote Dan Polter for Sandusky County 
Commissioner. As past president of the Sandusky County Farm Bureau, I worked closely with Dan on 
several committees. He was always well-informed and interested in the affairs of Sandusky County, 
and I believe he will bring the same knowledge and enthusiasm to the commissioner's office. 

Dan is a successful farmer and businessman in Sandusky County. He will bring many useful skills to 
continue growth in our county. Please vote Dan Polter for Sandusky County Commissioner. 

-- Joe Verhoff,  

Bellevue 

Supporting Culbert 

I believe that a man should be judged by the job he performs, not by a request that he made for more 
space and money in order to do his job efficiently and effectively for the good of the community. 

Let Brad Culbert's dedication and his abilities to handle the probate and juvenile courts be the mark 
by which you judge him. Ask a family whose lives became complete when they were able to adopt a 
child with the help of Judge Culbert. Ask the parents of a teenager in trouble who have dealt with 
Judge Culbert. Ask the young adults whose lives as troubled children have been straightened out due 
to the positive actions of the court staff and Judge Culbert. Ask a parent who has suffered with drug 
addiction and was able to get their child back with intervention of Judge Culbert in his Family Drug 
Court. This experience makes Judge Brad Culbert best qualified to serve as Juvenile/Probate Judge. 

Brad Culbert was taught from his earliest days to respect the truth and know the law. He believes in 
strong family values and that there is only right and wrong -- no shades of truth. He is an honorable 
and moral man who is willing to stand up for what he believes in regardless of who does or does not 
take his side. He is my brother and I am so proud to publicly declare that he has my vote for Juvenile/ 
Probate Judge! 

-- Susanne Wing,  

Fremont 

Race needs clarity 

The contest for Juvenile/Probate Judge needs to have some public clarification.  

First, Brad Smith is a politician before he is anything else. Smith knows all the political tricks, and 
uses them, explaining Brad Culbert's decision to run as an independent (and that is a whole other 
story). Smith's decision to oppose Culbert is his retaliation to punish Culbert for exercising his right of 
protest over his budget, which caused Smith and the commissioners some headaches. By law, 
Culbert has the right, as a judge, to oppose what he considered an inadequate appropriation that the 
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commissioners had offered him. As a former commissioner, I sat across the table from him at budget 
time. He was always involved in the budgets. Good for him. 

Second, Smith has NO qualifications to be a judge, when weighed against Culbert. In his legal 
experience, Smith has not even presented a case in this court. Smith has never been a judge. Do we 
want someone who needs on-the-job training? Culbert has been an effective, innovative juvenile 
judge whose main interest is to help troubled youth. He has the experience and leadership that is 
required to run a large, complex county department. 

I urge voters to see through the game, and keep Brad Culbert as our Probate/Juvenile Judge. 

-- David Forgatsch, 

Fremont 

Vote yes on levy 

If the state offered you $10,000 for home improvements and the only stipulation is that you finance 
$55.24 of the home improvements, would you accept? I cannot imagine that a person would not 
accept the offer to improve the quality of their home and their life. 

The state is offering Fremont City Schools $8.8 million to help fund a new middle school, which is 
desperately needed. This will cost the average homeowner only $55.24 per year and will improve the 
quality of our children's education and life. I want our community to accept the generous offer from 
the state and help our children! This kind of offer does not come around every day, so please vote 
YES for the levy Nov. 4, and give our children a safe environment to learn. 

-- Kathy Aldrich,  

Fremont 

A farmer for office 

Dan Polter would make an excellent Sandusky County Commissioner. The 56-year-old, lifelong 
resident has shown success in business as well as being a community leader.  

His business is his farm, with the help of his wife Carol and two sons, Tony and Steve. All graduated 
from Ohio State University. They are most widely known as Potter's Berry Farm where they do an 
outstanding job growing strawberries. Other crops are corn, soybeans, pickles, peppers, cabbage and 
pumpkins. Dan has developed markets throughout the eastern United States. 

Dan and family are members of Grace Lutheran Church in Fremont. He has served on the church 
council, property committee and endowment committee.  

He has 10 years experience as a Riley Township Trustee. He and the other two trustees have 
responded to the needs of their citizens. At present, they are in a dispute with the Ohio Turnpike 
Commission in the responsibility of maintaining the overpasses of the county and township roads 
crossing the turnpike. 

Carol and he are members of the Weed Hoppers Farm Bureau Council. He is also a member of the 
Ohio Corn Growers, Ohio Soybean Growers, Farmers Union, Farm Bureau, Townsend Ruritan, 
Fremont Elks, Lions Club and a past board member of the Ohio Produce Growers Marketing 
Association. 

Dan was selected as the Farmer of the Year in 2007 by the Chamber of Commerce. 
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Fremont 

Do it for the school  

I urge all voters to approve the Fremont School Levy tax for a new middle school to be located next to 
the high school. 

The district will receive $8.8 million from the Ohio School Facilities Commission for the construction of 
the $27.5 million facility. The OSFC deemed or middle school as the number one building in of new 
construction in Ohio.  

If we don't approve the 3.45-mill permanent improvent/bond levy we will lose the $8.8 million from the 
OSFC. The district is reducing the current permanent improvement levy from 2 mills to 1.35 mills. If 
your home is valued at $90,000 your semi-annual increase for the 3.45 mill bond levy will be $27.70. 

-- Marv Mullholand 

Fremont 

Invest in education 

Putting money into education is an investment that Ohioans should make. 

Education is an essential ingredient of success and prosperity for individuals and communities. The 
Ohio Board of Regents' Report on the Condition of Higher Education in Ohio: Meeting the State's 
Future Needs, states that, "Ohio needs educated college graduates in the numbers and disciplines 
required to meet the workforce needs of a thriving 21st century economy." 

Ohio is falling behind in economic prosperity. This trend will likely continue unless Ohio graduates 
more students from college, retains more graduates in the state, and attracts more well-educated 
individuals to Ohio.  

The OBR Chancellor has challenged the state's two and four-year colleges to enroll 23,000 more 
students each year for the next 10 years. To do this, it is necessary to increase participation and 
completion rates throughout the education pipeline.  

Earlier this year, "America's Promise Alliance" reported that, "Nationally, about 70 percent of U.S. 
high school students graduate on time with a regular diploma; about 1.2 million students drop out 
annually." Ohio is somewhat ahead of the national average with a graduation rate of 71.4 percent 
(except in some metropolitan areas). 

Fremont is not a metropolitan area, but some factors inhibit the desire for education regardless of 
geographic area: (1) social and cultural barriers that discourage the pursuit of education; (2) lack of 
information about need-based financial aid and how to pay for education; and (3) lack of 
encouragement and emotional reinforcement to pursue an education.  

How does this relate to facility needs? Support for a middle school, replacing an outdated 117 year-
old building, demonstrates support by parents and significant role models for students to stay in 
school. It is a worthwhile investment. 

-- Sue P. Babione, Ph.D., CFRE 

Executive Director  

Terra College Foundation and Resources Development  
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October 25, 2008 

 

Voice of the People 

Offended by 'pork' 

Pork is getting a lot of media attention these days - pork barrel, that is. As Nov. 4 gets closer, political 
candidates continue to make newspaper headlines referencing terms such as "pork barreling" and 
"pork spending." 

The term "pork barrel" originated in the late 1800s and refers to government spending that is intended 
to benefit constituents of a politician in return for their political support. Politicians use this term today 
for its negative implications. 

As an Ohio hog farmer, I am offended that our wholesome, nutritious pork product is associated with 
this image. Our consumers deserve to know the truth about our $405 million industry that ranks 10th 
in the nation. 

While the term "pork barrel" suggests fat and grease, the truth is that Ohio pork has slimmed down 
considerably since the 1950s, with 75 percent less fat. In fact, pork tenderloin is now just as lean as a 
skinless chicken breast. The leaner pork is the result of new technology in hog production and 
superior genetics. 

Additionally, pork contains many of the nutrients recommended by health organizations to build and 
maintain a healthy body, including six essential vitamins, four important minerals, protein and energy. 

During National Pork Month in October, there is no better time to celebrate delicious pork products. 
As a representative of one of Ohio's 4,100 hog farms, I urge readers to learn the facts about the 
state's pork industry and the family farmers who produce it. Please visit www.OhioPorkTour.com for 
more information. 

-- Ray Noecker, 

Ohio Pork Producers Council Board of Directors  

Ashville 

In favor of the school levy 

Last year the Fremont City School District worked with the Ohio School Facilities Commission on the 
development of a comprehensive school facilities master plan. Further, last fall, the school district 
applied for an Exceptional Needs Program grant and the Fremont Middle School received the highest 
score on its application. Applications are ranked according to degree of severity in five categories 
(health, life safety, structure, heating and ventilation and electrical). 

Our district will receive $8.8 million for the construction of a new $27.5 million middle school as long 
as we raise the local contribution by approving the proposed bond issue and tax levy on the Nov. 4 
ballot. The $8.8 million award is made on a "use it or lose it" basis and will be returned to the state for 
another community to use if our district does not raise its local contribution. 
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The current middle school lacks proper ventilation and has structural cracks in the walls and 
foundation. Further, there are water leaks inside the walls from old cracked pipes, the chimney is 
disintegrating and classrooms lack appropriate electrical wiring to support upgrades in technology. 

Rough approximations of repair costs for minimal permanent improvement projects are over $4.6 
million for the Fremont Middle School. The building continues to have additional maintenance needs 
due to its age. It is just not cost effective to maintain the current building. The longer we wait to build a 
new middle school to house grades six through eight, the more costs will increase. This will mean 
more expense for our district in the long run. 

Strong schools protect property values and encourage new businesses to locate in our district. 
Please join us in voting for the bond issue and levy on the Nov. 4 ballot. 

-- Jay and Kimberly Bowers  

Fremont 

Supporting Baker 

As a teacher and educator in the Fremont City Schools, I have known Glenn Baker personally and 
professionally. Glenn Baker is a leader in his community of Lindsey and is well respected in the town 
of Fremont. 

Over the years, I have had the opportunity to work with Mr. Baker and his family. As a teacher and 
coach, I had his children in school and in athletics. Glenn and his family are hard-working people who 
will include his great family values and his integrity to making the job of commissioner a family 
priority. Mr. Baker is honest and will listen to all people with respect and concern and make decisions 
for the right reason.  

Remember, change is good and Glenn Baker will be a hard-working man in the position of Sandusky 
County Commissioner. 

-- Art Bucci,  

Fremont 

Ansted has important qualities 

Experience and education are important assets that individuals must possess in order to be a good 
judge. More important to me is selecting a person with a strong moral compass. Barb Ansted has 
those qualities and more. 

Barb Ansted recognizes the importance of having judges that enforce the laws we have and not try to 
make new ones. She also recognizes that judges must live within their budgets just as every other 
officeholder and citizen should. 

Barb Ansted has experienced the extremes of life's pleasures and tragedies and has dealt with them 
with integrity and grace. She is a professional that will bring her personal dedication with her when 
serving the citizens of Sandusky County. 

-- Rex Damschroder, 

Former State Legislator  

Fremont 
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School levy needed 

As President of the Fremont Ross Academic Boosters, I am writing on behalf of our officers in support 
of the proposed middle school and Ohio school facilities funding. Our goal as an organization is to 
promote academic achievement and quality curriculum. The advances in technology and science that 
a new school building could offer are significant and essential for preparing our students for their 
futures in the workforce. The use of technology and hands-on science opportunities in the classroom 
can spark students' interest in learning. Our children deserve an education which helps them reach 
their full potential and provides them the skills needed to succeed. 

Faye Eishen,  

President, Fremont Ross Academic Boosters  

Lindsey 
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October 27, 2008 

 

Voice of the People 

Re-elect Thatcher 

Sandusky County voters, I have known Terry Thatcher for a long time and encourage your support for 
his re-election as Sandusky County Commissioner. He has the experience needed: 12 years as 
County Commissioner, nine years on Fremont City Council. He has always kept within the budgetary 
constraints of the county, has used tax dollars wisely and maintained efficiency in county business. 

He is also an active member of Trinity United Methodist Church where he has served as trustee 
treasurer for 24 years. 

With changes occurring in the commissioners' office, his experience and knowledge would be an 
asset in the next four years. Believe me, this is not a time for change in the commissioners office. 
Terry's experience is needed at this crucial time. 

-- Jean Turner, Gibsonburg  

Vice President Ohio  

Federation of Republican Women  

Hafford impresses 

During my 35-year career with the Fremont City Schools, I have had many opportunities to work with 
Judge Roger Hafford. He has always impressed me as an astute and highly competent jurist who 
practices with a high degree of common sense, integrity and commitment to fairness and to what is 
correct. 

Judge Hafford has distinguished himself during his tenure as a judge who is clearly cognizant of the 
increased need in this community for safety. He has administered maximum sentences to those who 
deserve such consequences and lighter, more therapeutic sentences to nonviolent offenders who 
could benefit from treatment programs as opposed to incarceration. 

In addition to the many attributes which make Judge Hafford the clear choice to continue as judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas, he also is a highly competent teacher, coach and child advocate. On 
many occasions, I observed Judge Hafford interact in a very positive manner with his students on the 
basketball floor. He has worked tirelessly for many years on a volunteer basis with students and has 
developed many into not only better basketball players, but also has greatly contributed to their social 
and behavioral growth. 

I endorse Judge Hafford unconditionally and without reservation for judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas. He has clearly demonstrated the ability to successfully carry out the many duties associated 
with the position and deserves to continue in his efforts to ensure a safer community for its law 
abiding citizens. 

--Alex Gorobetz, 
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Fremont 

Vote yes on levy 

A community is only as strong as its schools.  

We ask you to vote yes on the proposed bond issue levy. 

Voting yes will enable us to receive the $8.8-million Exceptional Needs Grant towards the 
construction of a new middle school which our community surely needs. 

If you attended our 100 year old middle school (or, depending on your age, it was your high school) 
we imagine you have fond memories. Have you visited the school recently? 

We have, and it's falling apart. The money it would take to repair it far exceeds the cost of building a 
new school. Using the grant money from the state and building now, at today's costs, is the most 
economical choice for Fremont. The additional daily cost for each of us is less than the price of this 
newspaper. 

Over the past several years we have been involved in recruiting new physicians and other health 
professionals to Fremont. 

Their first question is always "How are the schools?" They tour the schools; they ask questions; they 
look for evidence of community pride in the schools. These potential home town physicians and their 
families are sought after by multiple communities. They will choose the community with the best 
schools. 

We urge you to invest in Fremont's future. Vote yes to build a new middle school. Our kids deserve it. 
Our community needs it.  

-- Al and Diane Gorman  

Fremont 

Re-elect judge 

I have known Judge Roger Hafford for many years. Since the time he has been appointed Judge of 
our Common Pleas Court in Sandusky County, he has already displayed to criminal offenders coming 
before his bench that sentencing will not be the minimum allowed, but rather the maximum. This fact 
alone should be rewarding to the law abiding citizens of Sandusky County. 

Unfortunately, we in Sandusky County have seen an astounding increase in real estate foreclosure 
filings in recent years. Deputy Bradford Lawrence from the Sheriff's Civil Office has reported the 
following foreclosure data; in 2005, 232 foreclosures, 2006, 303 filings, 2007, 341 filings and this year 
through October 20, 350 foreclosures have been filed. 

Judge Hafford has implemented in his court a foreclosure mediation program for our county residents. 
Many times during legal actions of this nature, there is little, if any, dialogue between the parties. This 
mediation process will require both parties, the homeowner served with foreclosure papers and the 
financial institution involved, to attend a meeting aimed at thoroughly investigating all possibilities of a 
satisfactory compromise to the foreclosure process. This is progress in Sandusky County. 

Judge Hafford has shown toughness from the bench when necessary, and in foreclosure cases, 
compassion when the mediation approach is an alternate approach. 

For these reasons I ask your support to re-elect Common Pleas Judge Roger Hafford. 
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-- Jim Walter, 

Fremont 

Support health levy 

This letter is sent in support of the 0.5-mill replacement levy for the Sandusky County Health 
Department. 

I've worked with the health department, and I am aware of the critical role the health department 
plays in rendering needed services to our residents. In my experience, the health department has a 
high quality staff that provides important family and children services such as immunizations, home 
visits and screenings for newborns and toddlers, childhood injury prevention programs, and many 
other services to meet unmet family and child needs. 

They work hard to make a difference in the community and are dedicated to continuous community 
health improvement. A cut in these services due to a lack of funding would have a significant negative 
effect on our community. 

-- Cathy Glassford, 

Gibsonburg  

Rebate for schools 

A rebate of $8.8 million?Yes, that is what the State of Ohio wants to give us to build a much needed 
middle school. 

The new school will only cost the average household about $50 more a year. 

You have no doubt heard and read about how bad the current building is, if you are not convinced, 
take one of the scheduled tours and see for yourself.  

This is a offer that we can not afford to pass up. 

Vote yes for the state to give us money to build a new school for our children and community. 

-- Tom and Pegi Hoffman  

Fremont 

Ansted has integrity 

I have known Barb Ansted for 10 years, professionally and personally. I have found Barb to be a 
woman of great integrity and compassion and she demonstrates a real sense of concern for the well 
being of the citizens of Sandusky County. I have witnessed Barb in action and know that she 
diligently seeks all of the facts surrounding an issue before recommending an intervention or solution. 
It is her vast experience -- appointed acting judge since 1999, attorney since 1978 -- and knowledge 
together with her thoroughness that would ensure fair and firm accountability to those that would 
enter her court. 

Barb and I serve together in the Optimist Club and Women of Grace Ministries and I know that she is 
dedicated to empowering others to improve their situations. Despite experiencing personal adversity, 
Barb demonstrated great personal strength and character, determination and dedication to continue 
to work for the people of Sandusky County. 
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October 28, 2008 

 

Voice of the People 

Levy is necessary 

I support the proposed new Fremont Middle School. I think that the new building will not only be 
healthier and safer for our children but also give us, as a community a secure feeling of 
accomplishment. 

I strongly believe in the education of our children after all they are our future. 

Last fall, FMS received the highest score on the Exceptional Needs Program grant application. And 
the Ohio School Facilities Commission has deemed our middle school as the number one building in 
need of new construction in Ohio. 

The OSFC does not recommend renovating buildings in the Exceptional Needs Program. FMS was 
given the highest priority ranking for ENP indicating the need to provide an alternative educational 
structure for the district. 

The Sandusky County Health Department has determined our middle school "safe" in the short term 
for students and staff. And the award was made on a use it or lose it basis and if district does not 
raise its local contribution the $8.8 million will be returned to the state and given to another school 
district and community. 

As a parent I want a healthy and safe environment for my children so I will support Fremont City 
Schools on this November ballot. 

-- Maricela Z. Chavez 

Fremont 

Vote for Solze 

I am writing this letter in support of Norman P. Solze, candidate for Common Pleas Court Judge. 

In an election I think it is important to learn all there is about the candidates running for a particular 
position. I don't vote just because I recognize a name, I truly do my homework to see who is the most 
qualified for the position. I have attended the forums and listened to all the candidates before making 
my decisions on whom I would vote for. 

Norman P. Solze has the most experience and qualifications to be elected to this position. He has 
been your Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for 14 years, a Domestic and General Mediator for 8 years, 
Acting Fremont Municipal Court Judge for 10 years and was a former Assistant Attorney General in 
charge of Employment Services and Liquor Control. He is involved in and supports our community 
functions. 

If elected, he promises to bring the present docket under control by making timely decisions in cases 
that affect your families and our community. He will uphold the law and hold offenders accountable for 
their actions. He will be fair and impartial and treat everyone with dignity and respect. 
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October 29, 2008 

 

Voice of the people  

Retain Hafford 

No doubt about it, Common Pleas Judge Roger W. Hafford deserves to be retained. 

His vast experience (over 30 years) as prosecutor, defense attorney, and Fremont's Law Director has 
prepared him well to hear the variety of cases that come before him on the bench.  

Judge Hafford's roots run deep in Sandusky County. His mother, Elizabeth Newton, was a 
Rimelspach from a farm in Ballville Township. His father, Miles C. Newton, was a County Engineer 
who had a profound impact within the county during his tenure.  

The Newton Bridge and the retaining flood walls come to mind.  

Hafford is a professional, experienced and qualified, who is highly respected by attorneys throughout 
the state. 

-- Christine Newton 

Rochester Hills, Mich.  

Support levy 

The financial uncertainties of our national economic crisis may cause Fremont voters to consider not 
supporting the ballot issue that will allow us to build a new Fremont Middle School. 

One certainty, however, is the need to educate our children. To do so in a safe, healthy environment 
is a must. We WILL need a new middle school in the near future. We are on borrowed time as the 
building deteriorates. These needs are documented, and the option to renovate is not well-advised. 
Why then would we not want to utilize this fabulous opportunity to recover some of our tax dollars 
from the state of Ohio? A 32 percent discount on purchases is always an enticement to shop at a 
certain store. If your employer provided a 32 percent match on your 401(k) plan, you would gladly 
take it. The $8.8 million available now from the Ohio School Facilities Commission to help build this 
school makes even more sense considering today's economy. Your "YES" votes on Nov. 4 on this 
issue are needed to take advantage of this opportunity and we ask your support. 

-- Gail and David DeFrance 

Tracy and Rob Lytle 

Fremont 

God bless Culbert 

I am writing this letter in support of Judge Brad Culbert. He simply cannot be replaced.  
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October 29, 2008 

 

Voice of the people  

Retain Hafford 

No doubt about it, Common Pleas Judge Roger W. Hafford deserves to be retained. 

His vast experience (over 30 years) as prosecutor, defense attorney, and Fremont's Law Director has 
prepared him well to hear the variety of cases that come before him on the bench.  

Judge Hafford's roots run deep in Sandusky County. His mother, Elizabeth Newton, was a 
Rimelspach from a farm in Ballville Township. His father, Miles C. Newton, was a County Engineer 
who had a profound impact within the county during his tenure.  

The Newton Bridge and the retaining flood walls come to mind.  

Hafford is a professional, experienced and qualified, who is highly respected by attorneys throughout 
the state. 

-- Christine Newton 

Rochester Hills, Mich.  

Support levy 
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October 30, 2008 

 

Voice of the people  

Smith is worthy 

I've known Brad Smith for approximately six years now, and I can truly say that he is worthy of the 
position of Probate and Juvenile Court Judge. 

In the time that I have known Brad, he has proven to me that he is trustworthy, devoted to his family 
and he has a true commitment to serving Sandusky County. Brad has been an attorney for more than 
12 years and a Sandusky County Commissioner for nearly 10 years. 

Brad has a true sense of loyalty when it comes to serving the community and doing what is in the 
best interest for everyone involved. Brad is very passionate about being fair and just to those he is 
serving.  

For those of you who know Brad like I know Brad, you know that he will speak whatever is on his 
mind in a professional manner. Brad Smith has no personal agenda. I have no doubt that Brad will 
bring the good ethics, high morals, and great values to the office of Probate and Juvenile Court Judge 
of Sandusky County. 

So I ask that you vote for Brad Smith for Sandusky County Probate and Juvenile Judge. 

-- Wilson Forney 

Fremont 

Vote for Solze 

To the Voters of Sandusky County, I am asking for your vote for Norman Solze for Sandusky County 
Common Pleas Judge on Election Day. 

I am very much aware of his dedication to the citizens of Sandusky County. He has 10 years 
experience as municipal judge, 14 years of experience as an assistant county prosecutor, and more 
than 35 years of private practice as an attorney. Additionally, he has served on various community 
organizations for the betterment of all. 

It is important to know that Norman has had experience in civil, domestic, and criminal cases, which 
is much more than his opponent. In addition, unlike the past practices of the court,Norman has 
pledged to make decisions within 30 days to prevent the backlog of cases. 

Norman is a true professional and will be a fair and decisive judge who is fully capable of performing 
the duties of County Common Pleas Judge. 

I ask that you consider Norman Solze for Sandusky County Common Pleas Judge and vote for him 
on election day. 

-- Ron Huss  
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Fremont 

VP concerning 

Please stop and think when you vote on Nov. 4th. This election is important. 

My concern is Sen. McCain's choice for vice president. We all have known she was a mayor, and 
governor for two years in the least populated state. Sarah Palin has paraded her 17-year-old 
pregnant daughter on T.V. (not good for our teenagers) while she goes to schools teaching teens not 
to have sex. She had the power to have her brother-in -law fired from his job (found guilty). Her 
husband formed a group to make Alaska a country again so the U.S. would have to pay a big price 
for foreign oil. She knows little or nothing about foreign affairs. 

The comparison to Hillary Clinton was ignorant. Clinton has more brains in her little finger than Palin 
has in her head.  

The Republican ad about who do you want to sit in the chair in the White House angers me. What if 
anything happens to whomever is elected? Do we want an inexperienced woman or a man (Sen. 
Biden) who has years of experience behind him. I liked Sen. McCain, may have voted for him. I will 
vote this year for who I think will be able to be a good vice president. I hope you will think when you 
vote. 

--Darlene Twiss 

Experience helps 

There has been much talk about all the candidates for judge this fall and whose experience and 
qualifications stand out. One race has the ability to make a needed change and move our community 
in a positive direction where it matter most -- with our youth. 

I have known Brad Smith since he served in city and surrounding townships as our Assistant Law 
Director/ Prosecutor 12 years ago. He has also done legal work for myself and my business through 
his private law office. His exposure to many judges in many courts adds to the experience he will 
bring to the bench as judge. Brad Smith is an extremely competent attorney with the varied legal 
experience and administrative background we need in order to make a difference for our children and 
to protect our limited tax dollars. 

Brad Smith has dedicated his career to serving his community. Simply put he is a very intelligent 
person who understands the system. I am comfortable that Brad Smith will find the right balance of 
treatment, programs, and punishment for those young offenders who need the system to deal with 
them. This is clearly the approach we need in today's world. 

Please join me in voting for Attorney Brad Smith as our next Juvenile Court Judge.  

-- Mayor Terry Overmyer  

Fremont 

Yes on school levy 

The voters of the Fremont City School District have a unique, if not difficult, decision to make on Nov. 
4. 

The State of Ohio has offered to help pay for a new Middle School to replace the aging structure we 
currently have. While this structure has served generations of students very well, for over 100 years, 
the cost to maintain and improve it has far exceeded its value. A new building located next to the 
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current high school will offer the district; the advantages of an energy-efficient, technology friendly 
facility in close proximity to other district resources. Not only will this new, bright, healthy building be 
more cost -effective to operate, its location near the board office, high school, sports facilities, parking 
lots, and the bus garage will mean even more ongoing logistics savings to the district and its 
constituents. 

The difficulty for the voters will be "Is this the right time?" With bad economic news facing us each 
evening when we turn on the news it would seem like the worst time to be considering taking on such 
project. But the reality is there is never a good time to take on this project. We have the opportunity to 
partner with the state and share the cost to replace what the state has identified, as one of the 
buildings most in need of replacement in entire state. 

If we do not act now we will eventually be mandated to replace the structure with no matching funds 
to subsidize the district. We need to act now to not only help our students, but to help ourselves in the 
long run. 

-- Bruce and Lynn Schrader  

Fremont 

Worry about world 

How is it that many Americans say they are concerned about global warming, greenhouse gasses, 
acid rain and pollution and profess the answer to these problems is "drill baby drill" outside the U.S. 
and in the Alaskan Wildlife Refuge? O.K. How about "clean coal." 

Presently there are no specific quantitative limits on emissions, particularly carbon dioxide by burning 
clean coal. The capture and control of carbon dioxide will not be commercially viable or widely 
accepted until 2020 at best. Are we as gullible and ignorant as the oil and coal producers and 
politicians think we are? Has wind, solar, and battery powered energy been deliberately ignored? 

Have engineers and scientists been made fools of for their research in the fields of renewable energy 
by big oil and coal investors at home and in Washington for the past 75 years? Campaign financing 
by these special interest groups helps promote their agenda for additional exploration of domestic oil 
and coal. 

Maybe when China tires of paying high prices for Alaskan oil they may announce they have 
discovered and are using clean renewable energy. After all, they are doing most of the things we 
used to do anyway. 

-- Tom Gonya  

Fremont 

New school needed 

The present middle school building needs to be replaced, for a variety of reasons, apart from the 
educational aspects.  

I was active in the general contracting business for more than 50 years, and the firms I worked for 
built many more than 100 educational-use buildings in Ohio and southern Michigan. 

About half of these buildings have been razed and replaced in the last 15 years. These were 
buildings built in the 50s and 60s, making them 30 to 40 years old when they were replaced. The 
building in question is more than 100 years old. 
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It is only a matter of time before there is a structural, mechanical or electrical problem that causes 
major property damage and possibly personnel/student injuries, to say nothing of the cost of both 
repairs and probable lawsuits. 

While to some people it may seem wasteful, there is no reason to pour more money into the existing 
building. It won't get any cheaper downstream to replace it. 

Do it now! 

-- Charles F. Hutchings  

Fremont 

Defending myself 

As a candidate, I have never written a letter to the editor for myself, as it typically isn't done. But, with 
some of what has been put forth regarding my occupation as an attorney, I felt compelled to respond 
personally. 

There have been attacks on me for not being qualified to be judge because I don't ever practice law 
in one local court, implying I am not even really a lawyer. 

I went to law school in 1992 and graduated with honors. I have been a practicing attorney ever since. 
During my time serving on city council, then as the assistant law director/prosecutor, and now as 
commissioner, I have always maintained a private law office. 

Much of my practice is outside the area, due to potential conflicts of interest I may have as an elected 
official. It is not ethical for me to engage in certain cases here, as I have a function of control over the 
budgets of numerous courts, prosecutors, and law enforcement agencies, as well as some social 
service entities. 

I have successfully participated in many jury trials, bench trials, hearings, mediations and all varieties 
of matters. I still work in some local courts, where there will be no conflicts of interest. My activities 
outside this one single Court have allowed me to appreciate all that we do so well in Sandusky 
County, as well as allowing me to see what all we could do so much better. 

You will determine on your own whether you are voting for me or my opponent. Your support for my 
campaign for juvenile and probate court judge would obviously be greatly appreciated. I only ask that 
if you choose not to support my efforts, it is based on facts, not the rhetoric that has been put forth. 

-- Brad Smith  

Attorney/County  

Commissioner  

Fremont 

Levy would help 

After attending an open house and tour of the Fremont Middle School on Oct. 22, it became very 
clear to me that something must be done. 

The middle school building is 100 years old and is badly deteriorated. The building has reached the 
point to where it is no longer economically viable to repair and fix. Aside from the major structural 
issues of the building, the middle school is very inefficient in its use of energy, and it is severely out 
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dated. In fact the middle school has been the given the highest priority, replacement, ranking for 
school buildings in OSFC's Exceptional Needs Program. 

A yes vote on Nov. 4 would allow the Fremont City Schools to take advantage of an $8.8 million 
contribution from the OSFC. This would allow the Fremont City Schools to build a new middle school 
for 68 percent of the total cost being paid for locally. The estimated net property tax increase to 
property owners is extremely marginal. When compared to the cost of continued band-aid repairs to 
the existing middle school building this is good deal for FCS. If this funding levy does not pass, the 
$8.8 million from the State of Ohio will move to another school district in need.  

The timing for a bond issue such as this is considered by many to be less than ideal. However, when 
compared to the cost of continuing to operate the current middle school, the cost of building a new 
middle school can be viewed as pennies on the dollar in the long run. Please, do the right thing and 
vote yes for the Fremont City School levy. 

In addition to voting yes for the levy, I am asking you to vote Brad Smith for Juvenile/Probate Judge, 
and vote to keep Judge Roger Hafford. 

-- C. J. Szymanowski II 

Judging a judge 

I am writing on behalf my longtime friend, Judge Roger Hafford. I have known Judge Hafford in 
excess of 50 years as we were classmates at St. Ann Elementary School and have known Judge 
Hafford both professionally and personally. "How do you judge a judge?" This year there are three 
separate contested judicial races on the ballot with multiple candidates. I submit that you judge a 
judge not on name ID, gender, race or other irrelevant factors, but on qualifications and performance. 
I believe one candidate stands above the rest because of his outstanding qualifications and 
exceptional performance since being appointed by the Governor as a Judge in the Court of Common 
Pleas and that candidate is Judge Roger Hafford. I am extremely impressed with the sentences being 
imposed by Judge Hafford on many of the repeat felons and I want to "Keep Judge Hafford" as a 
Common Pleas Court Judge and I truly encourage you to do the same when you go to the polls on 
Nov. 4. For a safer and better community for all of us, vote to "Keep Judge Hafford"!! 

-- Criag Swartz 

Fremont 

Keep tough judge 

Finally, we got a tough judge! Governor Strickland earlier this year appointed Roger W. Hafford as 
Judge of the Sandusky County Common Pleas Court. Judge Hafford has not disappointed us. 

Judge Hafford has been fair, but more importantly, he has been tough on criminals. 

I, for one, have been tired of seeing the same people commit the same crimes over and over and get 
slapped on the wrist by our court systems. 

Judge Hafford has already developed a reputation as being fair, firm and efficient in handling his 
docket. 

I will vote to "Keep Judge Hafford" Nov. 4, and I hope you will consider Judge Hafford when you vote.  

-- Robert Atkins Sr.  

Fremont 
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