Reasong to call the Parent Mentor:

*I am worried about my child moving
from one school to the next.

*] feel alone and wish I could talk to
another parent who understands my
concerns,

*I have many questions about my child's
education but [ forgot to agk them at the
school meetings.

*I would like to be more involved in
planning my child's education.

*[ am worried about my child's progress
and don't know what to do.

*] feel like nobody is
listening to my concerns
about my child.

*I would like to have someone attend
and support me at IEP and/or other
meetings at ¢chool
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Kay Konwiczka
Fremont Rogg High School
1100 North Street
Fremont, OH 43420
Phone: 419-332-3220
email: kkonwiczka@ncoesc.org or
konwiczkak@fremont.klZ.o0h.us

For more information:
Office for Exceptional Children
Ohio Department of Education
2nd Floor, Mail Stop 203
25 8. Front Street
Columbus, OH 43215
(6 14) 466-2650
(877) 644-6338
education.ohio.gov

Margaret Burley, Executive Director
Ohio Coaltion for the Education of Children
with Disabilities
165 W. Center Street, Suite 302
Marion, OH 43302-3741
(800) 374-2806
ocecd@gtenet
Go to:
http://www.ocecd.org (go to button on right
and click on Parent Mentorg of Ohio)

or
Vigit the North Central Ohio ESC website:
www.ncoesc.org for current Parent
Connection newgletter and information,

Sandusky County

Parent Mentor Program

Home and School Working
Together

Parent

Mentor

Home and School

A support/regource program that
provides education to parents
who have children with
disabilities and the professionals
who gerve them.

Kay Konwiczka
Sanducky County Parent Mentor
Call 419-332-3220




Definition

A Parent Mentor ig the parent of a child with a
dicability employed by a local education agency to
help school districts and families by providing

training, support and information services.

Vigion

Districts have a responsibility to develop, support
and implement a system of education services for
all students.

The bagsig¢ of the Parent Mentor Program ig the
expectation that students with disabilities will be
ensured appropriate and meaningful education if
parente and educatore communicate effectively
and operationalize the partnership planning
required by the Individuale with Dicabilities
Education Improvement Act.

Districte chooge to implement the Parent Mentor
Program to promote this necessary and effective
communication by providing information and
support to families about special education issues
and by providing a mechani¢m to convey the
family perspective back to the system,

Migcion Statement

The migsion of Ohio Parent Mentors is to provide
the necessary support and resources to families of
children with dicabilitiec and the professionale who
gerve them.

No Cogt for Serviceg

Ohio Parent Mentor projects are funded through
grante from the Ohio Department of Education
(ODE). All Parent Mentor services are provided
to families free of charge.

History

In regional meetings, parents of children with
disabilities in the state of Ohio voiced the need
for a person at the school district level who
could best relate to their family's experiences.

In response to thig need, the Parent Mentor
Program wag created through the combined
efforte of ODE and the Ohio Coalition for the
Education of Children with Digabilities.

In 1990, 10 pilot sites were selected,
repregenting schools districts in urban,
guburban and rural areas. The overwhelming
success of these sites prompted a request to the
Ohio General Aggembly for additional funds.
Parent Mentors now gerve familieg of children
with disabilities in approximately one-third of
Ohio'e gchool districts.

Program Services
Parent Mentors:

* Guide families through the special education
process and help them understand rights and
regpongibilities.

*Licten and provide support to familieg and
educators on an individual bagis,

*Provide information and resourceg to families
and gchool perconnel on education laws, district
programe and services, and community
resources.

*Attend Individualized Education Program
meetinge and other meetinge at parent or staff

request.

*Organize and conduct information gegsionsg or
workehope baged on the needs of families and
professionals.

*Build collaborative partnerchipg between
familieg, schoole and committees to benefit
studente with digabilities.



